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Welcome Message from GASI President

Dr. Eunice V, Akoto

Dear Conference Participants, Colleagues, Guests, and
Friends,

It is my distinct honor and privilege to welcome you to the 33rd
Annual International Conference of the Global Awareness
Society International (GASI). This year, we gather in the
beautiful and historic city of Hot Springs, Arkansas, known for
its natural wonders, rich cultural heritage, and spirit of hospitality.

The theme of this year's conference, "Bridging Divides in a Fragmented Global World:
The Sustainable Development Goals and Beyond,” is timely and crucial. As we
navigate a world increasingly marked by challenges—from inequality and environmental
crises to conflict and social fragmentation—our collective focus on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) provides a robust framework for fostering unity,
inclusiveness, and sustainable progress.

You have likely participated in many academic conferences, but you will soon discover
that GASI is unique. It is simultaneously international, interdisciplinary, non-hierarchical,
student-welcoming, and focused on research-sharing. These attributes mean that GASI
brings together people from diverse cultures and nations worldwide. It fosters broad
intellectual understanding and dialogue across scholarly divides. It is non-hierarchical in
promoting shared responsibility and collaboration while welcoming participants from
every type of postsecondary institution. It is student-welcoming, with a significant,
longstanding commitment to supporting undergraduate and graduate research. Above all,
it is dedicated to research sharing, exemplified by its conference proceedings publication
showcasing our best scholarship and the peer-reviewed Journal of Global Awareness.

This conference holds special significance for me, as it is hosted in collaboration with
Henderson State University (HSU)—part of the Arkansas State University System—
where | have worked for over a decade. Bringing GASI to my academic home and state
of residence is a deeply personal milestone. Our partnership with HSU underscores the
essential role of higher education institutions in fostering dialogue, innovation, and
partnerships to address global challenges.
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We are honored to welcome Dr. Brendan Kelly, President of the Arkansas State
University System, as our keynote speaker. His visionary leadership and insights will
undoubtedly inspire us and set the tone for the conversations ahead.

| want to express my deepest gratitude to the many individuals and supporters who have
been instrumental in making this conference possible. In particular, | am grateful to:

> Dr. Trey Berry, Chancellor of HSU, and the entire HSU leadership team, for
their unwavering support and collaboration.

> Dr. Nathan Campbell, Dean of the HSU College of Business, whose guidance
and connection with Oaklawn paved the way for hosting this conference in Hot
Springs.

» Dr. Jamie Lipton of the HSU Music Department and her talented team of
faculty and students for bringing artistry and excellence to our conference
banquet performance.

» My dedicated colleagues — HSU faculty, staff, and students, as well as the
many Arkansan academics joining us for the first time — whose commitment
and enthusiasm enrich this conference and our scholarly community. We hope
this is the beginning of a lasting relationship with GASI.

» My GASI colleagues - the Board of Directors and Executive Committee. | am
particularly grateful to Dr. James Pomfret, Professor Emeritus of Bloomsburg
University and our Acting Executive Director and Board Chair, for being a
steadfast pillar throughout the planning process. | could not have accomplished
so much without his dedication.

» Our incredible Executive Team, especially Vice President and Program Co-
Chair Dr. Deborah Kessler (Bradley University) and Media & Outreach Officer
Colleen Fisher (University of Alabama at Birmingham), whose tireless work
and support helped bring this conference to life.

> Dr. Sarah Moore (University of North Texas), a GASI Board member, for her
leadership role as Chair of the Student Scholarship and Faculty Grants
Committee.

» The Oaklawn Resort team, whose hospitality has made this a truly welcoming
and memorable venue.

| am excited to report that this year's conference features approximately 65 presenters
and will award three student scholarships. These presenters come from 25 different
states across the United States and represent about 47 institutions in seven countries
worldwide. Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas are all represented here as we come
together to share our sustainability research and create new knowledge that matters for
the future of our world. This broad participation demonstrates GASI's expanding reach
across the U.S.



3 A € | Globsl awareness  Proceedings of the Global Awareness Society International 33" Annual Conference
e ST May 2025, Hot Springs, Arkansas, USA

For those participating in GASI for the first time, | hope this conference marks the
beginning of a lasting relationship—just as it did for me 17 years ago when | presented
my first student paper in San Francisco with my professor, Dr Odunsi, at Jackson State
University. | fell in love with GASI's diversity and the experience of traveling the world
through research while having fun.

Over the next few days, we will engage with scholars, students, and professionals from
across the globe. We will exchange ideas, share research, and explore strategies to
create a more equitable and sustainable world. | encourage you to take full advantage of
the sessions, connect, and enjoy the charm of Hot Springs—from its historic Bathhouse
Row to the breathtaking views atop Hot Springs Mountain and the Woodland Gardens.
On behalf of the GASI Board, Executive Team, and Organizing Committee, thank you for
being part of this transformative gathering. Let's challenge assumptions, build lasting
collaborations, and take bold steps toward bridging global divides.

Welcome to the 2025 Global Awareness Society International Conference!

May our time together spark innovative ideas and enduring partnerships as we work
toward a more just, inclusive, and sustainable global future.

Warm regards,



